Cardiovascular risk of selective cyclooxygenase-2 inhibitors.
Recently, cyclooxygenase-2 (COX-2) inhibitors (coxibs), a class of drugs intended to be painkillers, have created unprecedented controversy because of their cardiovascular risk profile. The controversy has affected the patients, health-care providers, the Food and Drug Administration, and the manufacturers of these agents alike. We summarize the mechanisms of actions of this class of agents, their cardiovascular risk as evident in multiple trials, the basis of their adverse risk profile, and our views on this issue.